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4321 et seq.), (2) regulations of the
Council on Environmental Quality for
implementing the procedural provisions
of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), (3)
USDA regulations implementing NEPA
(7 CFR part 1b), and (4) APHIS’ NEPA
Implementing Procedures (7 CFR part
372).

The environmental assessment and
finding of no significant impact are
available for viewing on the Internet at
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppg/avocados/.
Copies of the environmental assessment
and finding of no significant impact are
also available for public inspection at
USDA, room 1141, South Building, 14th
Street and Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC, between 8 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except holidays. Persons wishing to
inspect copies are requested to call
ahead on (202) 690-2817 to facilitate
entry into the reading room. In addition,
copies may be obtained by writing to the
individual listed under FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.

Paperwork Reduction Act

This final rule contains no new
information collection or recordkeeping
requirements under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501
et seq.).

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 319

Coffee, Cotton, Fruits, Honey,
Imports, Logs, Nursery stock, Plant
diseases and pests, Quarantine,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Rice, Vegetables.

» Accordingly, we are amending 7 CFR
part 319 as follows:

PART 319—FOREIGN QUARANTINE
NOTICES

= 1. The authority citation for part 319
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 450 and 7701-7772; 21
U.S.C. 136 and 136a; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and
371.3.

§319.56-2bb [Removed and Reserved]

= 2. Section §319.56-2bb is removed
and reserved.

= 3. Section 319.56-2ff is amended as
follows:

= a. By revising the section heading and
the introductory text of the section to
read as set forth below.

= b. By revising the introductory text of
paragraph (c) and paragraphs (c)(1)(i)
and (c)(1)(ii) to read as set forth below.
m C. By revising the introductory text of
paragraph (c)(2) and paragraphs (c)(2)(i)
and (c)(2)(v) to read as set forth below.
= d. By revising the introductory text of
paragraph (c)(3) and paragraphs (c)(3)(i),

(©)(3)(iv), (c)(3)(vi), and (c)(3)(vii) to read
as set forth below.

= e. By revising paragraphs (d), (e), and
(f) to read as set forth below.

s f. By removing paragraphs (g), (h), and
(k) and redesignating paragraphs (i) and
(j) as paragraphs (g) and (h), respectively.
= g. By revising newly redesignated
paragraph (g) to read as set forth below.

§319.56-2ff Administrative instructions
governing movement of Hass avocados
from Michoacan, Mexico.

Fresh Hass variety avocados (Persea
americana) may be imported from
Michoacan, Mexico, into the United
States only under a permit issued in
accordance with §319.56-3, and only
under the following conditions:

(a) * X *

(2) Between January 31, 2005 and
January 31, 2007, the avocados may be
imported into and distributed in all
States except California, Florida, and
Hawaii. After January 31, 2007, the
avocados may be imported into and
distributed in all States.

* * * * *

(c) Safeguards in Mexico. The
avocados must have been grown in the
Mexican State of Michoacan in an
orchard located in a municipality that
meets the requirements of paragraph
(c)(1) of this section. The orchard in
which the avocados are grown must
meet the requirements of paragraph
(c)(2) of this section. The avocados must
be packed for export to the United
States in a packinghouse that meets the
requirements of paragraph (c)(3) of this
section. The Mexican national plant
protection organization (NPPO) must
provide an annual work plan to APHIS
that details the activities that the
Mexican NPPO will, subject to APHIS’
approval of the work plan, carry out to
meet the requirements of this section;
APHIS will be directly involved with
the Mexican NPPO in the monitoring
and supervision of those activities. The
personnel conducting the trapping and
pest surveys must be hired, trained, and
supervised by the Mexican NPPO or by
the Michoacan State delegate of the
Mexican NPPO.

(1) Municipality requirements. (i) The
municipality must be listed as an
approved municipality in the bilateral
work plan provided to APHIS by the
Mexican NPPO.

(i) The municipality must be
surveyed at least semiannually (once
during the wet season and once during
the dry season) and found to be free
from the large avocado seed weevil
Heilipus lauri, the avocado seed moth
Stenoma catenifer, and the small

avocado seed weevils Conotrachelus

aguacatae and C. perseae.
* * * * *

(2) Orchard and grower requirements.
The orchard and the grower must be
registered with the Mexican NPPO’s
avocado export program and must be
listed as an approved orchard or an
approved grower in the annual work
plan provided to APHIS by the Mexican
NPPO. The operations of the orchard
must meet the following conditions:

(i) The orchard and all contiguous
orchards and properties must be
surveyed semiannually and found to be
free from the avocado stem weevil
Copturus aguacatae.

* * * * *

(v) Harvested avocados must be
placed in field boxes or containers of
field boxes that are marked to show the
official registration number of the
orchard. The avocados must be moved
from the orchard to the packinghouse
within 3 hours of harvest or they must
be protected from fruit fly infestation
until moved.

* * * * *

(3) Packinghouse requirements. The
packinghouse must be registered with
the Mexican NPPO'’s avocado export
program and must be listed as an
approved packinghouse in the annual
work plan provided to APHIS by the
Mexican NPPO. The operations of the
packinghouse must meet the following
conditions:

(i) During the time the packinghouse
is used to prepare avocados for export
to the United States, the packinghouse
may accept fruit only from orchards
certified by the Mexican NPPO for
participation in the avocado export
program.

* * * * *

(iv) Prior to the culling process, a
biometric sample, at a rate determined
by APHIS, of avocados per consignment
must be selected, cut, and inspected by
the Mexican NPPO and found free from
pests.

* * * * *

(vi) Prior to being packed in boxes,
each avocado fruit must be cleaned of
all stems, leaves, and other portions of
plants and labeled with a sticker that
bears the official registration number of
the packinghouse.

(vii) The avocados must be packed in
clean, new boxes, or clean plastic
reusable crates. The boxes or crates
must be clearly marked with the
identity of the grower, packinghouse,
and exporter. Additionally, between
January 31, 2005 and January 31, 2007,
the boxes or crates must be clearly
marked with the statement ““Not for



